The Ita Beausang SMI Research Fellowship

Application Form 2025

The Society will award an annual Fellowship of €1000 in support of musicological research to a doctoral graduate without recourse to institutional funds who meets the eligibility criteria set out below. The Fellowship is intended to subsidise such costs directly or indirectly associated with any form of musicological research carried out by the recipient, including for example, childcare fees, general living expenses, purchase of research materials (photographs, microfilms, scores, etc.), purchase of technological equipment, research trips* including accommodation expenses, limited publication and editorial costs** (e.g. translation services, preparation of an index, reproduction rights), etc. Funds cannot be used for research towards educational/professional development courses. 

Applications must be completed in full and submitted by email to Dr Aidan Thomson (aidan.thomson@universityofgalway.ie) by Monday 24 November 2025. The recipient will be notified directly via email, after which an announcement will be made to the Society’s membership. 

*The Fellowship award may not be used for conferences. This is already covered by the existing conference support grant scheme. 
**The Fellowship may not be used as full or part payment towards a book subvention.

The Fellowship is awarded subject to the following conditions: 
· the research project is to be completed within 12 months of receipt of the award
· the recipient submits a short report (c.500 words) on completion of the research 
· the recipient gives a presentation on the awarded research project at an SMI Plenary conference 
· the support of the SMI Research Fellowship must be referenced on all related published output
· the recipient is also strongly encouraged to consider submitting an article for publication in the Journal of the Society for Musicology in Ireland (subject to peer review)

ELIGIBILITY
The Fellowship is open to all members of the Society who have graduated with a doctorate and who lack recourse to institutional research funds. This includes members who are not affiliated to an educational institution at the time of applying and those without permanent contracts employed on an occasional basis. In order to apply, eligible members must be in good standing with the Society and have been a member for a minimum of six months at the point of application. In addition, the proposed research to be supported by the Fellowship must be music-related (even if the applicant’s original degree award was not in music).


APPLICATION DETAILS: 
Please complete the required details below. The Society for Musicology in Ireland (SMI) protects the personal data of its members in accordance with the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR, from May 2018): for explanation and guidance, see the SMI Privacy Statement.


NAME:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

CURRENT INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION AND ROLE (if applicable): 

ELIGIBILITY: 
I confirm that I am currently not eligible for institutional research funding [tick box]     o

DOCTORAL AWARD (PhD, MusD, DMA, DMus, etc)

DATE OF AWARD:

AWARDING INSTITUTION:



TITLE OF PROPOSED RESEARCH PROJECT:


PERSONAL STATEMENT: Please provide a short statement outlining your research to date (max. 300 words)


PROPOSED RESEARCH PROJECT: Please provide a brief outline of the proposed research project to include aims, objectives, methodology, and intended outcomes (max. 1000 words)


RATIONALE AND IMPACT: Please outline the reasons for which the research funding is being sought and how the Fellowship will enhance your research and career development (max. 300 words)


PROPOSED TIMELINE: Please outline a timeline for the research project. Note that the proposed research must be carried out within 12 months of receipt of the award.


DECLARATION: I hereby declare that the information provided is accurate, correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand that failure to provide accurate information will render this application invalid any may result in the immediate termination of the Fellowship award [tick box]    o 


REFEREE:
Please provide the name and contact details for one academic referee below. In order for the application to be deemed complete, the academic referee must provide a supporting statement. Note that applicants must ask their referee to write directly to aidan.thomson@universityofgalway.ie by the closing date. Any delay in the receipt of the reference will invalidate the application.

NAME OF REFEREE:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION AND ROLE:
